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high land. The intervale and low lands are generally later
in drying, and are generally cultivated in June. The prevailing
winds in the summer are from the south and south-west, veering
at times to the eastward, but never continuing long to the
north-west. In the first part of June the cold is considerable
at night, frequently attended with frosts, particularly at the
changes of the moon, which sometimes injure the early flowering
fruits; and it is not till after the summer solstice that the night
air loses its chilliness. This is no doubt occasioned by the
snow, which lies undissolved in the deep recesses of the forest,
as well as by the waters of the numerous rivers, lakes, &c. all
which are swoln at this season; and by the cold acquired by
the earth during the winter, which requires the full effect of the
sun's influence, till late in June, before it is sufficiently heated.
As soon as the earth is so thoroughly warmed that the nights
lose their chill, vegetation becomes surprisingly rapid. In a
few days, plants that appeared yellow and stunted, assume a
deep green, and show a vigorous growth; and in less than a
week, should a shower intervene, the face of the country exhibits
the most luxurious vegetation, sufficient to astonish those who
have only been familiar with temperate climates.

September is a pleasant month: the air is serene and pure.
The rivers and streams are usually lower this month than at
any other period during the year, and the dry weather frequently
continues till late in October. Snow falls sometimes early in
November, and lays till late in April; but this does not always
hold. “The rivers and lakes freeze up about the middle of this
month, some sooner and others later, according to their situation.
It is not uncommon to have frost in all the months in the year
except July: for, as was observed before, it seldom escapes at
the changes of the moon in June, and it frequently happens at
the full in August, particularly on small streams. If, however,
it passes that period, it generally keeps off till late in September.
A stranger would naturally conclude from this account, that
the season was too short and frosty for crops to come to maturity;
but this is not the case. Roots come to perfection and grain
gets ripe in most years; wheat being oftener hurt by the rust
than the frost. The springs are indeed backward; but vege-
tation is exceeding rapid, and the autumns are uncommonly
fine. The changes of the weather are frequently very sudden.
Often in the space of two hours, (in the seasons of fall and
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ably expect soon to possess a population sufficient for the operative parts of
all other branches of industry; and when these several operations shall all be
executed by British Subjects and British Colonists, the Province will feel and
exhibit in her condition the good effects of having closed those drains that have
long carried off much capital which otherwise would have been laid out in the
Merchants’ stores, in the cultivation of the soil, and in other productive enter-
prizes of vast advantage.

Large sums have been expended on the Great Roads of this Province; but
their condition shows the inefficiency of the present system, in appropriation
and execution. This arises, chiefly, from having tried too much, and in such
attempts dispersing limited means, to superficial and endless labor; on works
far too numerous and costly, to be all substantially improved at the same
time. Such appropriation, therefore, should be made of the sums which may
be allotted to the Great Roads as may ensure effectual exertion upon them in
succession, and in the order of their importance; and at the same time preclude
those partial and general alterations in the lines of Roads, from which vast
sums of public money have been uselessly expended. The Public Service has
been exposed to very serious inconvenience by irregularities incident to the
present line of communication between the Seat of Government and the City
of Saint John. To remedy this, whatever it may be necessary to do in other
times and seasons, ] earnestly recommend the expediency of completing such
a communication with Saint John, for a winter travelling and Post Road, as
may not be subject to those serious interruptions and dangers to which the
present line must always be exposed, during the greater portion of the year.

Fully impressed with the importance of attending to the efficiency of the
Militia, I have derived much satisfaction from what I have witnessed of their
appearance and public spirit. The Militia Law will have to pass under your
revision, generally, and ] recommend the amendment of those clauses which
press so severely upon the Militiamen in regard to the distance of travel to
their drill, and also with respect to age, at unnecessary cost of time, and incon-
venience to the people.

I earnestly recommend to your continued patronage the several Institu-
tions for the Education of our Youth; and 1 may have occasion hereafter to
recommend measures for giving security and encouragement to those Provident
Institutions, which I am happy to acquaint you have been established in this
Province, under very promising circumstances, highly advantageous to the
Country.

1 have great satisfaction in acquainting you that our Most Gracious Sov-
ereign has condescended to patronize the College of New-Brunswick with his
gracious Favor, and to bestow a Grant from His Royal Revenues in this Pro-
vince, to place that Institution upon a very improved establishment;
and I rely upon such gradual provision being made hereafter, in addition
to your last vote, as may enable the Governor and Trustees, to proceed
in the erection of a suitable building. His Majesty's Secretary of State has
further dispensed the grace-and favour of the Crown in 2 manner that cannot
fail to be duly and fully appreciated, and to sustain those principles of attach-
ment, and loyalty which distinguish the origin and course of this Colony,

In addition to the provision made for the Madras Schools, generally, and
to that of the African School at St. John, I recommend some provision for a






FISHER'S HISTORY OF NEW BRUNSWICK. 105

The purpose for which we are met is, to enquire whether some encourage-
ment and excitement may not be applied to Agricultural pursuits, to operate,
discreetly and gradually, in a manner to relieve the country from the great
difficulty and disability under which it is laid by the vast sums which we pay
for our food, and from the very disadvantageous effects which this produces
ou the cost of labour, and consequently in all branches of our industry.

Under ordinary circumstances, the high price occasioned by deficiency in
the supply of any article in general demand, operating as a premium upon
increased production, has a direct and natural tendency to remedy its own
evils. This, in fact, is an effect which ¢s working here, though slowly, to cure
the malady of which we complain; and if other branches of industry were not
in an excited, forced, and somewhat unnatural condition, it would be unneces-
sary, superfluous, or perhaps disadvantageous, to interfere with the sources
and currents of supply, which ultimately accommodate themselves in the
most advantageous and fittest way, to meet demand. But these are peculi-
arities in the circumstances of this Country, which must appear very obvious
to all persons who have correct notions of the extent of her business and deal-
ings, compared with the limited Population and Capital we possess, which
occasioning powerful competitions in other branches, would appear to demand
some additional encouragement and adventitious aid, to draw Labour and
Capital in greater quantities, to the cultivation of the Soil.

To consider, properly, the best modes and means by which we may aug-
ment the production of subsistence, it will be proper to resolve the question
into the consideration of the elements of production, viz. Labour, Capital and
Land, and to enquire in what way we can give to those constituent parts of
production, the facilities and encouragement they require, to compete with
other branches which are obviously under the influence of adventitious excite-
ment.

With respect to Land, we possess it in abundance, and in quality ready to
yield what we may in a judicious manner require of it; and it will be one of my
main objects to endeavour to lay open to Agricultural pursuits, extensive
tracts which have long been locked up in reserved superabundance. This
measure has in one case been, heretofore, sought and petitioned for; but it
was not accorded to, at that time, in consequence of doubts entertained by
His Majesty’s Government, as to the value of the standing produce of that
Land, for other purposes. But it is an advantage arising from a late appoint-
ment to a high situation in the Province, that powers are given, subject to
certain conditions and regulations which I may sanction, to throw open por-
tions of those reserves to meet the improving circumstances of the Country,
and this will be speedily observed in a way that will open considerable tracts
of valuable Land to the operations of Agriculture,

Proceeding, next, to the consideration of Capital, it has appeared to me
to be very desirable, that some new measures should be taken with a view to
attract the enterprizes of Capitalists, not only to the cultivation of fresh
tracts, but likewise to that of the waste Lands of the Province generally; and
I entertain the intention of bringing this proposition under the consideration
of the High Authorities, elsewhere, upon whom this will depend. But the
creation and accumulation of small Capitals, sufficient to enable the working
man to enter with advantage on the cultivation of a grant of Land, of the
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locations upon the Lots they may prefer, subject to a condition that, within
one year, the Emigrant Society in whose Books they may be registered, report
favorably of their proceedings, in a manner to give fair expectation that at
the end of a further short period, they would be able to enter upon their loca-
tion, and pay a proportion of their fees, in aid of which the Society should
provide some donation or loan.

But when the Emigrant has pecuniary means, or is resolved to enter at
once on his Land, the Emigrant Societies will be enabled to let him chuse his
situation, in the plans of unoccupied Lots reserved for Emigrants, which plans
will for this purpose be transmitted to the Emigrant Societies, and to whose
recommendation a quick return of location tickets will be made; and I am
happy to say that this measure will be observed and promoted with much
ability and zeal by the distinguished persons on whom it will severally depend.

When we reflect that one of the greatest difficulties under which we labour
in accomplishing the great purpose of independence with respect to our food,
arises from the want a working population sufficient for the all operative parts
of our industry, and consequently the very high rate of wages and food, which
lays the Agriculturist under disadvantages of the most serious description, in
a climate where the productive powers of the earth are so long dormant, we
must all concur in the necessity of aiding Societies by whose means so many
able hands can be procured, and for want of properly supporting which, so
many have passed to a foreign land.

An increased competition or supply of labour then will be much influenced
by arrangements such as I have indicated; whilst in its modes, intelligence
and material means, it may be greatly promoted by Agricultural Societies.
These, under the designation of Agricultural and Emigrant Societies, I should
wish to see formed in every County in the Province, and Sub-Societies organ-
ized under them to carry their benefits to all parts of the Country. I trust,
indeed, that ere you depart, the foundation, or rather the re-organization of
such a system will be completed, and I call upon the Gentlemen of distinction
from the different Counties who are now present to concur in this measure,
and when they return to their respective Counties, to engage to organize such
Societies to be composed of persons who would be most likely to co-operate in
this great purpose. I feel confident, that whenever Societies shall be so
organized in any County, they will meet the provision which I trust will be
made by the liberality of the Country for their support and efficiency: and I
perceive with much satisfaction that the public spirit of the Country is in
many parts exhibiting itself in the form, and for the purpose which we contem-
plate for general adoption.

For the purpose of improving, circulating and distinguishing the modes
and means most favorable to increased production, and of drawing to a focus
that information which it may be desirable to possess here in the Seat of
Government for myself and for you it will be proper that some provision
should be devised for the laborious part of that purpose which will depend
upon a Secretary who should be appointed to manage the correspondence of
the Central Committee to report proceedings to the general meeting.

The general meeting should be composed of all Members of the Legislature;
of all Presidents and Vice-Presidents of County Societies, and of all members
subscribers in the regulated amount. The Central Committee should be
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pleasing to me to find myself supported by the distinguished person whom
you have placed in the President’s Chair. I congratulate you, Gentlemen,
upon such an election, and myself on having such coadjutures.

The Agricultural and Emigrant Societies being now about to go into
immediate, and, as I hope successful operation, it may not be useless to express
to you, and through you to convey to the Public, some appeals to those exer-
tions which will be required to realize the benefits which we here contemplate,
and for attaining which, the course is now so clear.

This fine, and as I have hitherto found it, happy Province, is advancing
rapidly, with growth almost exuberant, to a station, the real intrinsic char-
acter and condition of which, in other times, will depend mainly upon the
manner in which we who are now directing its affairs, in certainly a critical
period of its advancement, when it is daily developing its resources, and form-
ing its system, may discharge our several duties, by doing all that may depend
upon us to train, sustain and correct the principles, habits and pursuits, and
to regulate the exertions, by which, unquestionably, it may be conducted to
a state of great prosperity.

To consider these duties with reference to all the obligations we owe to the
Country, in the several branches which contribute to its most political and
statistical progress, would lead us away far beyond the sphere of our present
purpose; [ shall, therefore, only consider the duties we have to fulfil in regard
to the Institutions now completely organized. The several purposes contem-
plated by those Institutions call upon us to promote habits of frugality,
domestic economy, and useful industry, as training a rural population to
settle and labour on the soil, and to assist them so to exert themselves in the
modes and means of culture as to improve our Agricultural condition; to
make us more independent at least for our food; and subsequently to set free
other branches of industry, which are now under great disability. The
foundation of systems which may produce such benefits has now been laid.
I have had much satisfaction in recommending and promoting them. My
views have been cordially and ably seconded every where; the measures they
called for have now been adopted; and they have been liberally endowed by
the Legislature with pecuniary means to animate and quicken the system.
The Savings' Bank Bill; the organization and endowment of the Body I now
address, open, to the industrious classes of Society, and to the interests of the
Country generally, a distinct view of the progress that may be made from
foundations laid, first, in habits of frugality and domestic economy, onwards,
through moral and provident conduct, to security and accommodation, pro-
ductive application, improvement in Agriculture, increase of population,
competition in labour, encouragement and development of industry, and
augmented production. The Acts and the system of this Session have laid
the foundation of much improvement to the country, on solid grounds; and
seeds which should blossom hereafter, are planted in the fertile soil; but
whether the superstructure is to be raised, or those seeds are to spring, depends
not on those who have laboured on the foundation, or who have provided the
means that may quicken the process. Whether the Savings’ Bank Bill, or this
most admirable Institution are to be effectual in doing good, depends upon the
degree of Public Spirit with which our exertions here, may be supported and
extended in the Country generally. All Public Institutions live only by
Public Spirit, in any Country; but this is particularly the case in young
































































































